
                                                                     Town of Camden 
Select Board Meeting 

September 6, 2016  
Minutes 

 
 
PRESENT: Chairperson John French, Don White, Leonard Lookner, Marc Ratner, James Heard, and 
Town Manager, Pat Finnigan.  Also present were members of the press and public. 
 
1.  Call to Order 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 6:32 pm. 
 
2.  Communications, Presentations, and Recognitions:   

Snow Bowl 4 Season Committee:   
Morgan Laidlaw discussed the name of the newly formed Snow Bowl 4 Season Committee and 
provided the Select Board with the group’s Mission Statement. A discussion on funding this 
Committee was held and included alternative revenue available in the Snow Bowl Budget and 
thoughts on developing revenue stream ideas being constructed by the Committee.  The Board 
was supportive of their work. 
 
Midcoast Chapter of the New England Mountain Bike Association:   
Morgan Laidlaw spoke to the Board about the Chapter which was established in 2007 and 
currently has 85 members. Work is centered on designing, building and maintaining the many 
the miles of trails and membership interacts often with the Coastal Mountain Land Trust group.  
Improved signage for the trails is in place and a new map has been produced on the trail 
network; it has been very well received, advertising pays for the design and printing.  There is 
continuing interest in growing the trail system at the Sagamore Farm property.  Membership 
information can be found at MCNEMBA.com.  Discussion followed. Don White explained that 
increased revenue ideas are being constructed by the Committee to continuing the Mountain 
Bike Club year round and introduce new income streams for the Snow Bowl. 
 
Review of Snow Bowl Season Ticket Pricing:  
Landon Fake, Snow Bowl Manager reviewed the season and day pass ticket prices for all 
categories and stated all reviewed and are recommended by the Snow Bowl Committee.   There 
was an overall increase of approximately 16%.  A significant change is the Camden Resident 
discount is not available after the Early Bird Special has ended. Discussion followed.  Don White 
motioned to adopt the Snow Bowl Ticket Prices as recommended by Management.    Jim 
Heard seconded.  Discussion followed on the Camden Residence Discount.   
 
Chair French allowed public comment: 
 Morgan Laidlaw, Camden Resident 
 Dennis McGuirk, Camden Resident 
 Ray Andresen, Camden Resident 
 
Seeing no more public comment, Chairman French closed the floor.   
 
Marc Ratner asked that the vote be amended to include a Camden Resident Discount after the 
Early Bird Special date passes.   
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Leonard Lookner amended the motion to adopt the Snow Bowl ticket prices with an 
amendment that Camden residents can buy a season pass after the early bird special date 
at a discount of between 15-25%.    Jim Heard second stood.  No Discussion.  Motion passed 
5-0-0 
 
Zoning or Subdivision Ordinance: 
Lowrie Sargent, Chairman of the Planning Board was available for questions about the newly 

 designed form available for use of the Planning & Codes Enforcement Office.    
Don White moved to allow the staff to use the application process that’s recommended by 
the Planning Board for the proposed Amendment to Zoning or Subdivision Ordinances.  Jim 
Heard seconded.  No Discussion.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 
 
Noise Policy: 
Finnigan explained that this was initially a proposal for an amendment to the Noise Ordinance 
and would have required a town meeting vote.  It is proposed to do this change as Policy it can 
be enacted for a year on a trial basis to see how it works and then can be placed on the ballot for 
approval at Town Meeting later.  
Don White motioned to authorize the Police Chief in an emergency basis to use the 
proposed Noise Policy to address noise issues outside the downtown.  Marc Ratner 
seconded.  Discussion followed.  
 
Chairman French allowed public comment. 
 
John Scholz, Camden Resident, Planning Board Member 
Dennis McGuirk, Camden Resident  
 
Don White withdrew his motion. Discussion followed.  Marc Ratner motioned to place the 
Amendment to the Noise Ordinance presented by the Planning Board on the ballot for the 
November 8th vote. Leonard Lookner seconded.  Discussion followed.  Chairman French 
called the motion.  Motion passed 4-1-0 (French against)  
 

3.  Citizen Comments (for items not on the agenda)  
 

Ray Andresen, Camden Resident spoke about the Windjammer Festival and there was praise 
about the new harbor lights, a suggestion that the signal flags should stay up all season if 
possible and a request to install umbrellas for the day-sailer customers to block sun.  A negative 
issue about parking on Sea Street was possibly made more difficult because the “no parking this 
side” signage on Atlantic is hard to see.   
Don White mentioned how wonderful the Windjammer Festival was for the Town and he 
praised all the employees that participated.  The Committee will work on reviewing the 
weekend have feedback available in the coming weeks.   
Leonard Lookner spoke about the untimely passing of Frank Ferraiolo who will be missed by 
area communities for the wonderful work he accomplished at Ferraiolo Construction.    
John French mentioned that the recent passing of Sonny Goodwin who was most notably an 
active supporter of  the Camden Snow Bowl for many years and served the Town for over 19 
years as a member of the Panning Committee. 

 
4.  Select Board Minutes 

Chair French entertained a motion.  Marc Ratner motioned to approve the minutes 
of August 23, 2016.  James Heard Seconded. No Discussion. Motion passed 5-0-0. 



Camden Select Board  
Minutes of Meeting –Page 3 
September 6, 2016 
 

 

 
5.  Public Hearings 

A. Consideration of placing the following question on the November 8 Special Town Meeting 
Warrant:   
Shall the voters of the Town of Camden authorize the Board of Directors of the Mid-Coast 
Solid Waste Corporation to enter into a contract for up to 5 years to dispose of Municipal 
Solid Waste to the commence on or about April 1, 2018, for the fixed price of $57.85 per ton 
plus annual increases in the Consumer Price Index and on such other terms and conditions 
that the Board of Directors deem appropriate with ecomaine, a non-profit corporation owned 
solely by municipalities and located in Portland, Maine? 
 
Chairman French opened the Public Hearing to comments from the public on the Warrant 
question regarding the disposal of MSW for the Town of Camden.  
 
Ray Andresen, Camden Resident 
 
Seeing no more public comment, Chairman French closed the floor.   
Chair French entertained a motion.  Leonard Lookner motioned to place the proposed 
question on the November 8th Special Election Warrant to authorize Mid-Coast Solid 
Waste Directors to enter into contract with ecomaine. James Heard seconded.  No 
discussion.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 
 

B. Liquor Licenses – Public Hearing  
 
Chairman French opened the Public Hearing to comments from the public on the two liquor 
license renewals for: 
 
a) Long Grain restaurant located at 31 Elm Street for a renewal Class I Spirituous 

Vinous and Malt liquor license.   
b) Grand Harbor Inn at 14 Bay View Landing for a renewal Class III Vinous liquor 

license 
 

There being no participation he closed the Public hearing. 
 

Chairman French entertained a motion.  James heard made a motion to approve 
the liquor license for the Long Grain Restaurant and the Grand Harbor Inn.  
Discussion followed.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 

 
6.  Select Board Member Reports 
 

White reported the CRMS Building Committee is developing an informational presentation to 
share with local organizations about the three alternatives they have decided upon.   
Snow Bowl 4 Season Committee is honing in on many important issues. 
Route 1 North Committee is meeting regularly and a letter regarding a speed study has been 
sent to the ME DOT.  
Ratner attended the Camden Conservation Committee meeting and work on the Harbor is 
taking place. 
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7.  Town Manager Report 
Finnigan applauded everything that went into planning and holding the Windjammer Festival 
and a concert series held at the Opera House.  Several local businesses reported being very 
pleased with resulting sales during the weekend.  
The Town office has a new phone system and Finnigan welcomed freed back on the change. 
Washington Street is under construction with Fairpoint working on moving poles in 
preparation of the Bakery Bridge project.  
Many roads in and around Town are being paved at this time.  
There will be a ceremony at 10 am this coming Saturday for the Sea Bright dam section of the 
River Walk, all are welcome to attend.   

 
8.  New Business 

A.  Bid Award for a statistical update of assessment values 
Kerry Leichtman of the Assessing Department presented two bids for assessment 
evaluations; one from KRT Appraisal in Haverhill, MA and a second from Vision in 
Northborough, MA.   These companies produce a statistical update of assessment values 
which mathematically looks at the sales in Town and compares them to the assessed value.  
This process should occur every 10 years and Camden has not done one for 12 years.  A 
lengthy conversation took place on this mathematical application.  Kerry Leichtman 
explained the two bids were $4000 apart, and he was recommending the higher bid from 
KRT because there were no add on elements in the pricing.  
Chair French entertained a motion.  James Heard motioned to accept the bid from KRT 
of Haverhill, MA in the amount of $63,000.  Lookner seconded.  No Discussion.  Motion 
passed 5-0-0. 
 

B. Approval of Victualer and lodging license for Abigail’s Inn at 8 High Street 
French entertained a motion.  Don White motioned to approve the Victualer and 
lodging license for Abigail’s Inn at 8 High Street.  James Heard seconded.  No 
Discussion.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 
 

C. Countersignature of Region 8 Mid-Coast School of Technology Referendum 
French entertained a motion.  Don White motioned to approve the countersignature 
of the Region 8 School Board to hold a special election to consider whether to 
authorize a bond issue of up to $25,000,000 dollars to construct a new Mid-Coast 
School of Technology.  Marc Ratner seconded.  No Discussion.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 

  
ADJOURN 
 
There being no further business before the Select Board Chair French entertained a motion to 
adjourn at 9:00 PM.   
 
Don White motioned to adjourn. James Heard seconded.  No Discussion. Motion passed 5-0-0. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

Beth Kwiatkowski 
Recording Secretary 
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